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ALASKA AND YUKON 
NUMISMATIC REFERENCES 


This seemed like an appropriate time to list the numismatic references that we have in stock. 
Now would be a good time to complete your library! 


The Alaskan Parchment Scrip of the Russian American Company, 1816-1867, 
by Randolph Zander, 1996. An excellent examination of this rare currency. 
Many illustrations and a census with serial numbers. Card covers, 48 pages. 14.00 


Alaska’s Coinage Through the Years, Gould and Bressett, 1960. The first book 
on Alaska tokens. Card covers, 46 pages. 24.00 


Alaska’s Coinage Through the Years, Gould, Bressett, Dethridge and Dethridge, 
1965. The second edition, greatly expanded. This book has a listing of 
Alaska gold tokens not found in later token books. Hard covers, 176 pages. 20.00 


Rubles to Statehood, Fernald and McDowell, 1965. Paper covers, photocopy 
type of publication. There are tokens in this book that are not found in the 
preceding, and visa versa. This also lists some wooden nickels and paper 
items not covered in ACTTY. Quite scarce, 134 pages. 100.00 


Christmas Medals & Tokens, by Arlie R. Slabaugh, 1966. Card covers, 32 
pages. Includes items from North Pole, Alaska. 5.00 


Alaska Tokens, by Ron Benice, 1979. This expands greatly on the 1965 
books, but covers only true pre-statehood trade tokens, eliminating medals 
and most post-statehood items. Hard bound, 208 pages. 26.00 


Alaska Tokens, by Ron Benice, 1994, second edition. Greatly expands on the 
first edition. Hard bound, 334 pages. 30.00 


Alaska & Yukon Tokens, by Ron Benice, 2009, third edition. The third edition 
expands on the second, and adds Yukon territory tokens. Soft bound, 364 pages. 46.00 


Yukon Numismatica, by Simpson & Hill, 1990. Covers more than just tokens, 
including medals, bank ingots, scrip, etc. Hard bound, 128 pages. 24.00 


TAMS, April 1988, Alaska Food Stamp Tokens article by Ron Benice. More 
complete than the listings in the 3rd edition. 3.00 


Alaska & Yukon Stocks and Bonds, by Dick Hanscom, 2002. Soft bound, 344 
pages. Over 700 listings and over 500 photos. Large 8% by 11 inch format. 
Originally $35, now 16.00 


Striking Gold in Alaska, Making tokens from Placer Gold, by Dick Hanscom, 
2010. Soft bound, 60 pages, fully illustrated. 12.00 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, Vol. 21 to 30, 1999 to 2008. 
Hard bound, 10 year volume. Approximately 800 pages. 195.00 


SPECIAL: ATC&PN 10 year volume and Alaska & Yukon Stocks and Bonds 200.00 


Very limited stock on most. All prices are postpaid in the U.S. Canada add $6. Send orders 
to: Alaska Rare Coins, P.O. Box 72832, Fairbanks, AK 99707 


North of 60° ----- 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


This issue is going in the mail a little early so that you 
will get the Alaska listing for our April 10th auction in 
time to place your bids. Please note that all bids are 
reduced to one bid over the second highest bid. If you 
bid $100, and the second highest bid (floor or mail bid) 
is $50, you will buy the lot for $55. 


After publishing my “Striking Gold” book, I realized 
that I had not run a publications list for some time. While 
many will only want the latest edition of a reference, 
some will collect earlier editions and different titles as a 
way to trace the progression of their area of interest. 
Each title generally offers something that the other titles 
do not. I have briefly mentioned these in the descrip- 
tion. 


Most books offered are available in limited numbers, 
so a phone call or email would be advisable. 


eBay is quite this month. Way too many Alaska gold 
tokens will be reported next month. The Monogram from 
Skagway brought $306, against a new catalogue value 
of $500. That was actually more than I expected! 


Dave Phillips revisits the Valdez Museum, as they have 
provided additional information. 


Joe Usibelli brought in a North Pole Bakery of Fairbanks 
token. It is celluloid, but otherwise matches the descrip- 
tion for B-39a. See For the Record. 


A few Russian coins are noted that relate to Kamchatka. 
Of special note is the “Kamchatka Volcanoes” 3 Roubles. 
Really a neat coin! 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, published 
10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare Coins. All 
articles remain the property of the authors and may not be 
reprinted without their consent. 

Alaska Rare Coins,P.O. Box 72832, Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 
(907) 452-6461 akcoins @ mosquitonet.com 


Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 
Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 
Canadian Correspondent - vacant 
Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 89.98 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 61.99 
Palmer, ARRC, 1¢, B-la 34.99 
Palmer, ARRC set of 8, B-1, NGC BIN2,675.00DNS 
Seward, Northern, 12!2¢, B-8bII 14.00 
Skagway, Monogram, 6'4¢, B-18a 306.00 
Tin City, NCO Club, $1, B-1dI 31.08 
Valdez, CBB, $1, B-4clI RLOB977.00NB 
Dawson, YT, Kilgore & Landahl OB99.99NB 


AK Gold, % Pinch, 1899, round, NGC-65 OB1,250.00NB 
AK Gold, | Pinch, 1898, oct. NGC-66 OB1,450.00NB 
AYPE, “4 DWT 67.00 


AYPE, | DWT, XF OB249.99NB 
AYPE, | DWT, NGC-64 OB799.00NB 
AYPE, 3 pc. set in box 1,100.00 
AYPE encased cent, round 38.56 
AYPE encased cent, round 40.99 
AYPE encased cent, round 51.56 
AYPE encased cent, round 25.49 


AYPE/Denvery Odd Fellows ribbon 


OB = Opening Bid NB=NoBid RL=relist R= Reserve 
RNM = Reserve Not Met W = withdrawn BIN = Buy it now 
DNS = Did Not Sell TR = see For the Record 


SHIPWRECK ON SANNAK 


From “A Voyage Round the World” by Archibald 
Campbell, 1816. 


“About mid-day we saw them approach in three small 
skin-canoes, with one Indian in each. One of them, who 
had a gold medal about his neck, came forward, and 
addressed us in the Russian language.” 


In the September 2007 issue we note medals the Rus- 
sians imported for presentation to Alaska natives. Here 
is a reference to one such medal. Also, this was in the 
Sanak Islands, one of the sites of the cod fishing indus- 
try, and a base for the Alaska Codfish Company (Unga 
B-lalV). 


Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States - $20 per year 
Canada - $25 per year 
Elsewhere - $35 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
lpage-$15 I/2page-$8 1/4 page-$5 


1/8 page (business card size) - $15 for 5 issues 
Classified ads: 20 cents per line. 
Commercial advertisers: write for rates 
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VALDEZ MUSEUM COMPLIMENTARY 
WOODS 


by David Phillips 


When visiting Valdez in July of 2009, I was given a 
wooden token obviously given out by the Valdez Mu- 
seum. 


Upon my return home from my vacation, I emailed the 
Museum and inquired as to the why’s and wherefore’s 
of this token. I received a very helpful reply from the 
Museum’s Public Programs Director, Mr. Rich Dunkin, 
advising that this token was purchased by the Museum 
in 2004 and “was/is given to Museum volunteers, do- 
nors and staff as a Thank You for a job well done.” 
150 of these tokens were purchased and are redeem- 
able at a local coffee house called “A Rouge Garden.” 
The Museum redeems these woods from time to time 
from the coffee house (at $3.50) and reuses them. This 
Thank You program is still in effect at present. 

During my email conversations with Rich Dunkin, he 


Howling 
Wolf 
. Coffee 
\. Joint 


noted that there had been an earlier version of this com- 
plimentary wood, issued initially by the Museum in 
the last 1990s, and redeemable at a different coffee 
house, The Howling Wolf Coffee Joint. Unfortunately, 
the number produced is not known. Again, the wood 
was redeemed by the Museum from time to time (at 


$2.50 to $3.00) and reused. The Howling Wolf Coffee 
Joint went out of business during 2002, and I am not 
sure what happened re Thank You woods between 2002 
and 2004. 


Rich did some real digging on my behalf and found me 
one of these earlier woods. My sincere thanks to Rich 
for both the information and the earlier wood. Very 
much appreciated. 


A LITTLE BIT MORE OF VALDEZ 


To commemorate the 50th Anniversary of Alaska State- 
hood, the Special Events Committee of the City of 
Valdez decided to incorporate the celebration with the 
annual Valdez Family Fest festival. 


This event was scheduled for Saturday, January 3rd, 
2009, exactly 50 years to the day that Alaska became 
the 49th state. 


The Alyeska Pipeline Company (whose pipeline from 
Alaska’s north slope oil fields terminates in Valdez) 
was invited to participate as a co-sponsor. Valdez’s 
neighboring communities - Chitina, Cordova, 
Kennicott, McCarthy and Tonsina - were all invited to 
attend the festival. 


The Special Events Committee had 1,000 wooden to- 
kens made. All of the woods were handed out as sou- 
venirs to attendees at the Family Fest, held in the Civic 
Center Ballroom. 


The printing on both sides is black. It is the standard 
38mm size. 
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FOR THE RECORD 


AKUTAN: Akutan Roadhouse. Probably a drink to- 
ken. Black on wood (submitted by Ken Rieck). 


ANCHORAGE: Anchorage Coin Club, $2. St. 
Gaudens and Large Cent designs. Copper, 27mm. 


ANCHORAGE: Timeout Lounge, good for one drink. 
Black on green plastic, 38mm (submitted by Ken Rieck) 


ANCHORAGE: VFW Post 9978. Gold on blue poker 
chip, 38mm. 


BIG LAKE: Sully’s, Beer. Gold on white plastic, 
42mm (top of next column). 


FAIRBANKS: North Pole Bakery, Good for One Loaf 
of Bread. Black on yellow celluloid! Shown Alaska & 
Yukon Tokens as cardboard. A new token or correc- 
tion? (submitted by Joe Usibelli). 


UNALASKA: Latitudes, good for one $5 drink. Black 
and gold on blue plastic, 38mm. 


LOO GF, fen 
&F rays 
faww ; 
VALDEZ 
ALASKA 


VALDEZ: (Elks) Lodge 2537, The Switzerland of 
Alaska. Black (or gold?) on white plastic, 38mm. 


ALASKA: First Day of Issue, Alaska Purchase Cen- 
tennial stamp. Bronze, 39mm?? (next page). 


ALASKA: Climb for America’s Children, Denali 2001 - 
2002 Expedition. Bronze, 39mm. (next page). 
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FOR THE RECORD 


WASHINGTON/ALASKA: Elks. Bronze. Poor im- 
age, size not given. 


ALASKA 
PETE’S 


ROADHOUSE 
GRILLE 


MARSHALL CREEK, PA: Alaska Pete’s Roadhouse 
Grille (and Moondog Saloon). White on red plastic, 
38mm. 


ICELAND: Arcade token: Spilapeningur = spila 
penigur = play coin. Bifacial, brass, no size given. 


ALASKA YUKON PACIFIC EXPOSITION: Great 
ribbon from the Sovereign Grand Lodge, Denver (Odd 
Fellows). AYPE emblem flanked by enameled Ameri- 
can and Canadian flags, gold pan, pick and shovel be- 
low. 115mm tall. 


NUGGET CIGAR STORE 


12'4c ren | 


SHIRLEY MENDENHALL 


(WATSONVILLE, CA): Nugget Cigar Store, 12!2¢ 
in trade. Black on yellow cardboard. Listed in Kappen’s 
“California Tokens” as an unverified attribution. The 
name Mendenhall does not appear in any of the early 
Alaska directories. 


Good 
for 


Collector wishes to buy needed Yukon tokens and 
exonumia. Please advise what you may have and 
price to: Len Buth, P.O. Box 28012, Oakridge P.O., 
1201 Oxford St. W., London, Ontario, Canada N6H 
5E1 or Ibuth@ webmanager.on.ca #10/10 
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CHALLENGE COINS KAMCHATKA 


U.S.S. ALASKA: SSBN 732, 1986, Kodiak Tough. 


Red, white, light blue, dark blue, yellow and black Russia was exploring the Kamchatka peninsula at about 


enamel on bronze, 51mm by 41mm (below). 


ALASKA et al: U.S. Army Recruiting Batallion, Se- 
attle, Washington. Alaska; Washington, Oregon, Idaho. 
Batallion Leadership Recognition, Dare to Soar. Red, 
white, black, yellow and green on brass, 41mm. 


Done. Black, white, and blue on oxidized silver. Ap- 
proximately 51mm across. 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Most Challenge Coins are about 
38 to 40mm. Some are larger, some smaller. All are 
shown at about 38mm, but this may not be actual size. 
Actual size is noted where known. If the enamel is 
shown “on gold” or “on silver’, this should be assumed 
to be gold colored or silver colored and not the actual 
metal. 


an 


the same time as they were exploring Alaska! 


PVs 


Caan | 


sn0teeaeg,, 
*, 
*, 


"te ensennnese” 


First Kamchatka Expedition, 1725/1730. From the 
top: 100 Roubles, 2 oz. gold, 30mm; 3 Roubles, 1 oz. 
silver, 39mm; 25 Roubles, 5 oz. silver, 60mm. Issued 
2003. 


-_ , 


Kamchatka Volcanoes, 2008 3 roubles, 39mm 1 oz. 
silver 


INTERESTING MEDALS ON eBAY 


NORTHWEST TERRITORIES: The Commissioner’s Award. Silver colored (probably on bronze), 100mm 
by 67mm, 8mm thick, circa 1973. This is an impressive medal with great artwork. Believed to be issued in 
relation to fish and game management. I have “non-buyers remorse” on this one. 


ALASKA PIPELINE: Very nice 
Zt medal with the dates of construction, | 
ru 1969-77. A map on the reverse show 

) the route of the Pipeline from Prudhoe 
~ Bay to Valdez. Brass or bronze, large 
> size, but I failed to make note of the 


Li Size. 
tf 


ANTARCTICA: Spanish Antarctic 
» Base “Juan Carlos,” Spanish Antarctic 
) Expedition, 1987-1988. Nice large 
bronze medal. Again, I failed to make 
note of the size. This is the only Ant- 
arctic item I have seen from Spain. 
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ALASKA RARE COINS 


551-B SECOND AVE. 


FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701 
(907) 452-6461 email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


AUCTION: TO BE HELD AT 7:00PM, APRIL 10, 2010 IN FAIRBANKS. These are just the Alaska items. 
If you want a complete listing, please call or email. Phone bids may be called in between 10AM and 5PM, 
Monday through Saturday (noon on the day of the auction). Bids will be also be accepted by email. Bids will be 
reduced to one bid above the second highest bid. 


ALASKA TOKENS & MEDALS ESTIMATE 


267 Fairbanks token: The Pastime, $1 in trade, B-43a. AU with luster, some spotting. 50.00 
268 Fairbanks tokens: Pastime Cigar Store, set of 3: 5¢, 10¢ and 25¢, B-44 a-c. All BU. 3 pcs. 30.00 
269 Fairbanks token: Pioneer Hotel, 25¢, B-45c. AU with luster, but some staining. 25.00 
270 Reindeer Commercial Co. tokens: 1¢, 5¢ and 10¢ tokens from Gambell and Savoonga. 

These tokens were in use up into the 1960s. All Fine or better, 6 pieces. 30.00 
271 Pioneer of Alaska Scrip, Valdez Igloo. $10 and $100, B-18b and B-18e. Probably used for a 

“Monte Carlo” night. Nice and crisp, AU or better. 100.00+ 


272 Official Statehood Medals. In 1959, the state of Alaska authorized gold, silver and bronze medals 

to be struck by Medallic Art Co. One side had the state seal, while the other had a map of Alaska 

superimposed on a map of the United States. These are very popular. The gold weighs about 6 oz. 

and is out the reach of most people. The silver is quite scarce, but still affordable. The bronze is 

relatively common. We are offering here the bronze medal. Also included is the 50th Anniversary 

of Statehood bronze medal. This medal copies the original statehood medal, except for the legend 

“January 3, 1959-2009.” It is also struck by the latest incarnation Medallic Art Co. Both medals are 

22 inches in diameter, and are nicely antiqued bronze. Both are in their original boxes with 

literature. Two medals. 80.00 
273 Alaska Festival of Music, 1960, set of two bronze, one with loop, the other without. Edge marked 

HJCo for Herff Jones Co. of Indianapolis. These high relief medals have been offered on eBay, 

slabbed by NGC at totally ridiculous prices. The rendition of the state seal is, in our opinion, the 

nicest seen on any medal. Included is a photocopy of the original literature that accompanied the 

medals. Two medals. 50.00+ 
274 Alaska Earthquake Medals, 1964. Three medals noting the 1964 earthquake: bronze, copper- 

nickel and oxidized copper-nickel. The obverse shows the Richter scale. The reverse has a map of 

Alaska being split. The Richter scale shows 8.4, but I believe it has recently been upgraded to 9+. 

Three medals. 30.00 
275 Alaska Purchase Centennial Medals, 1967. “North to the Future,” struck by the U.S. Mint at 

Philadelphia. Silver (#1011) and un-numbered bronze, in original envelope. This medal was also 

struck in platinum! Both medals are lightly toned and attractive. 30.00 
276 Alaska Purchase Centennial Medals, 1967. These are the high relief medals with Seward on the 

obverse and the Purchase Centennial totem on the reverse. Oxidized pure silver (5.25 oz.) and 

bronze, matched number 1153 set. The silver is showing some spotting. Both in original boxes 

with literature. Two medals. 125.00+ 
277 Alaska Purchase Centennial Medals, 1967. Kiwanis Steam Railroad “Moose Gooser.” This 

medal was made with the locomotive goosing the moose going to the left and to the right on 

the copper-nickel medals (both numbered 68). The un-numbered brass has the train going to the 

right. Three fun medals. 30.00 
278 Great Alaskan Flood medals, August 14-20, 1967, Fairbanks and Nenana were flooded. There was 

about 3 feet of water on Second Ave. where our store is. The obverse has portraits of Governor 

Hickel and Senator Gruening. The reverse has a flood scene and the quote “Dawn came... 

the Chena and Tanana Rising.” This is a four piece medal set, including number 18 sterling 

silver, brass and bronze, and un-numbered aluminum. The brass is very spotty, the silver has 

an edge bump. The silver is quite scarce. Four pieces. 75.00 
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ALASKA TOKENS & MEDALS ESTIMATE 


279 White Pass & Yukon Railroad, 3% inch, uniface bronze medal. We had only 100 of these made back 

in 1982, and they sold out in about a month. This is #94. A great view of the train traveling along 

the side of a cliff. These were made from a souvenir ash tray die, circa 1910-1920 by Mayer Bros. 

of Seattle. Quite impressive, and the first of four that we had struck by Medallic Art Co. Included 

is a clipping from, we believe, Coin World when these were first issued. 200.00+ 
280 White Horse Rapids, 3! inch, uniface bronze medal. The third in the series started by the medal 

above, also #94 of 100. A view of men in a canoe going through the Rapids, which I believe, no 

longer exist because of a hydroelectric project. This medal is about twice as thick as the preceding, 

as are the 2nd and 4th in the series. 50.00 
281 State of Alaska % oz. Silver medals, 1990. Although 1,100 were minted by the now defunct Alaska 

Precious Metals, we never see these anymore. 1990 was the second year of the program and the 


walrus was depicted on the obverse. Four pieces. 80.00 
282 State of Alaska 2 oz. Silver medal, 2006. Proof, in the original case. This was the year with the 

Mountain Goat obverse and only 204 were struck. 90.00+ 
283 State of Alaska 1/20 oz. Gold medal, 2006. Only 100 of these small pure gold medals were minted 

by the Alaska Mint depicting sport fishing on the obverse. Proof with original packaging. 110.00 


284 Alaska Railroad Medals. The Alaska Mint first minted the popular ARR series in 1990. Included 
here are one each form 1992, 1996 and 2002. All had mintages of 1,500 each and are 1 oz. pure 


silver. The art work is very nice throughout the series. Three pieces. 200.00 
285 Alaska Mint 1 oz. Silver State Quarter copy, 2008. A nice copy of the Alaska state quarter, with the 
bear in gold relief. The reverse has their “Land of the Midnight Sun” design. Retail, about $85. 60.00+ 


286 Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, 1999-2008, our “working” copies. Now in its 32nd 

year, ATC&PN is our company’s newsletter for collectors of Alaska and other polar numis- 

matics (a hard bound edition of our 3rd ten years is available, with additional pages for $195). 

Offered here are all issues for ten years, as they were used in our store until recently, with the 

appropriate amount of wear. 50.00+ 
288 Bicentennial Coin Banks. A set of 3 banks, each with the design of a bicentennial coin: Quarter, 

Half and Dollar. The bodies of the banks are round, about 5 inches in diameter, and sit ona 

5 inch base. All have a silver finish, and a label on the base “First National Bank of Fairbanks.” 


A key open the trap door on the bottom. Neat mementoes from the bank that is now Key Bank. 45.00+ 
291 Ram’s Head Pendant or Charm. A 10kt three dimensional ram’s head with jade back, .1312 troy 

ounces total weight. New, about $200. 125.00+ 
292  Ivory/Gold Butterfly Pendant. A very unusual item that has ivory wings with six gold nuggets tube 

set at the tips. The body is also gold. 3/4 inch by 3/4 inch. 90.00 


293 Alaska Cabin Scene Pendant or Charm. The back is not stamped but we assume that it is at least 
10kt with nuggeted borders and an opal mosaic background. Very pretty. New, these are about 
$340. About .16 troy ounces total weight. 225.00 
294 14kt Charm Bracelet. An extremely nice large bracelet about 3/4 inches wide and 7 3/4 inches long 
weighing 1.46 troy ounces total weight! Just the gold content is .8518 troy ounces. It has nice 
wide rings to hold charms, along with a sturdy clasp. New, this would retail for about $2800. 1,400.00 
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RARE COINS / BOOKS JEWELRY 


ALASKA FESTIVAL OF MUSIC SEO) ED SIU AM SA SAORELONO) ALASKANA 
SILVER ONLY - - - HK 575 


MS 62 OR BETTER 
OFFERING ALASKA RARE COINS 
$225 loose/$250 slabbed & graded pe ee ee eae 


Buyer wishes to remain anonymous 
Contact Alaska Rare Coins 
907-452-6461 or akcoins @ mosquitonet.com #8/10 PONE AGO 7 AS26561 551 SECOND AVE., SUITE B 
EMAIL: akcoins@mosquitonet.com FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701 
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